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World Student Christian Federation (WSCF)
North American Region 
Concept Paper for Regional Conference and Consultation 
Let There Be Life?

Christian Activism, Social Justice and the Future of the Earth
June 10 to 13, 2010
Carleton University, Ottawa, Canada
I. Introduction
The North American Region of the World Student Christian Federation (WSCF) is one of six regions of the WSCF. The WSCF is a global ecumenical federation of 105 national Student Christian Movements which provides opportunities for ecumenical leadership formation, peace and justice activism and interregional exchanges.  
The WSCF’s mission is to empower students to be agents in the constructive transformation of the world by providing a space for prayer and celebration, theological reflection, study and analysis of social and cultural processes, and solidarity and action across the boundaries of culture, gender and ethnicity. 
The current affiliated and associated movements in North America are the Student Christian Movement of Canada (SCMC) and Jeunesse Etudiante Chrétienne (JEC) in Canada and the Council for Ecumenical Student Christian Ministry (CESCM), the Lutheran Student Movement USA (LSMUSA) and United Methodist Student Movement (UMSM) in the United States. Members are called together in a common cause of ending injustice and oppression through grassroots and student-led activism and a Christian-based process of vocational discernment leading to a life-long commitment to leadership, service and change.
We seek to live out the vision of our Christian faith while supporting ecumenism and diversity in spiritual practices. In 2009 the North American Region re-emerged as a vibrant, functioning entity of the WSCF, taking its place in the continuing struggle for liberation and justice for all peoples. We are non-dogmatic and are accepting of diverse spiritual backgrounds, ethnicities, sexual and gender identities and economic situations. 
II. Purpose
The WSCF’s global theme for 2010 is Climate Justice. In North America, the WSCF is convening this conference for several reasons:
· To bring awareness of threats to our shared, sacred planet and highlight positive actions to help humans live in right relationship with creation
· To call forth a new generation of ecumenical leaders
· To gather students who are eager to explore new ways of expressing their faith, who are hungry for justice and are seeking to connect with the global community
· To work with progressive campus ministries and student groups who thirst for opportunities to construct relationships, build peace among nations, foster economic opportunities for everybody and promote racial, environmental and gender justice
· To discuss activism within academia and the role of students in promoting social change at home and around the world
· To reclaim a Christian theology as a one of liberation modeled after the Jesus of Nazareth who challenged the Roman empire, brought good news the poor and the marginalized and became the Christ of liberation     
· To provide guidelines for the work of the region and subsequent projects taken on by the region
· To connect with the various movements under the WSCF and to seek out others that are of similar thinking
· To foster new student activists and ecumenical leaders
III. Project Description
Theme: Let There Be Life?:  Christian Activism, Social Justice and the Future of the Earth
In addition to the vulnerability of the whole world to the risks of climate change, capacity for adaptability is not evenly distributed within a society: as it is people on the economic margins in those societies that bear the greatest cost of climate change. Not only will less wealthy human communities, and particularly those in high risk areas, be especially vulnerable as a result of the impacts of future anthropogenic climate change but also the larger life community of the earth.These effects on the larger life community are yet other reasons that we can speak of the ecological crisis as a moral crisis. 
With a holistic understanding of the ecological crisis, ecofeminist liberation theologian, Ivone Gebera, connects the suffering of people living in poverty with the suffering of the Earth community. In a similar fashion, the importance of the vision of the future that Arthur Walker-Jones has discerned as operative in the Psalms endorses that “social justice is interrelated with the well-being of Earth.”  
In the spirit of liberation theologians who called to our attention the need for a preferential option for people living in poverty, in order to overcome social injustice, and given the current effects of the climate crisis, we might also now speak of the need for a preferential option for the earth made poorer by human abuse.  
Towards that aim, this conference seeks to educate students of the spectre of global ecological crisis and of the intricate connections of climate change and poverty, which in turn helps the students to approach the ecological issues in a holistic manner. In addition, the conference also aims at inspiring and equipping students with tools that would be helpful in working on local ecological and social issues through their respective local Student Christian Movement units.
Components of the conference:
a) Keynote Address
The keynote address will be a public lecture the evening of Friday, June 11, 2010 by Dr. Heather Eaton, co-founder of the Canadian Forum on Religion and Ecology. Dr. Eaton holds an interdisciplinary Ph.D. in ecology, feminism and theology from the University of St. Michael's College, Toronto School of Theology, and a Master's of Divinity. She is interested in religious responses to the ecological crisis, particularly the relationship between ecological, feminist and liberation theologies, and is committed to interreligious responses to ecological crisis.

Dr. Eaton is the author of the 2005 book Introducing Ecofeminist Theologies and co-author of Ecofeminism and Globalization: Exploring Culture, Context, and Religion. She is currently a professor in the Department of Theology at Saint Paul University, Ottawa.
b) Opening Address
The opening address on Thursday evening will be open to the public and delivered by Dr. Dennis O’Hara. Dr. O’Hara graduated from the Canadian Memorial Chiropractic College in 1979 and the Ontario College of Naturopathic Medicine in 1986, subsequently teaching at both of these colleges while practising as a chiropractor and naturopathic doctor. He attained a Master of Divinity degree in 1992. In 1998, he completed a PhD in systematic theology (ethics) from the University of St. Michael’s College. He also holds a specialization in theology and ecology awarded conjointly by the Elliott Allen Institute for Theology and Ecology and the University of St. Michael’s College. The title of his doctoral thesis was: “The Implications of Thomas Berry’s Cosmology for an Understanding of the Spiritual Dimension of Human Health.”
c) Additional Speakers and Workshops

The Thursday and Friday of the conference will concentrate on intellectual analysis of the current ecological crisis, with the Saturday and Sunday of the conference highlighting tools for action. This will allow participants to organically move from critical theological reflection to responding in a courageous Christian way to the ecological issues of our time.
On Friday, Jessica Fraser will lead a workshop on ecofeminist knowing. Jessica is in the final stages of a Ph.D. in Theology, in the area of environmental ethics. Her research focuses on the role of ecological literacy in individual behavioural change toward more ecologically sustainable lifestyles. Also on Friday, Chris Hrynkow, who teaches in the Faculty of Education at the University of Manitoba will lead an interactive workshop entitled: Biocracy and Transformative Learning: Education for Social Justice, Ecological Health and Peace.

On Saturday morning, Rev. Bill Baldwin from Christian Peacemaker Teams will give a workshop on the intersections amongst spirituality, activism, social justice and ecological peace. On Saturday afternoon, Beatrice Olivastri, CEO of Friends of the Earth (Canada), will lead a practical session on effecting change.

Students will also have an opportunity to share best practices and strategies for social change and confront reasons that prevent many students from being actively involved in progressive causes. 
d) Liturgy, music and prayer
The WSCF is a space to explore creative worship, read the Bible critically and learn new theological insights. Bible study and theological reflections are integral part of the life of the Federation. During this conference we will worship God, creating space for the Holy Spirit to speak and move, acknowledging our common belief in Christ, and confessing our need for God’s presence and action in our community.  Our times of worship also serve as exposure to the many denominations, cultures and traditions that we represent, and an opportunity for living ecumenism. 
e) Venue and Date
The conference will be held in Ottawa, Canada from June 10 to 13, 2010. Participants will arrive on the 10th and depart on the 13th after 5 pm. 
IV. Support Needed and Costs
The WSCF-NA will raise funds to allow as many people as possible to attend this conference. Students will also be encouraged to do their own fundraising and travel pooling.
BUDGET for the conference
	Revenue
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Participants fees
	
	8,000
	
	
	
	

	Participants travel
	
	8,000
	
	
	
	

	Denominational partners 
	23,000
	
	
	
	

	National Movements
	
	2,000
	
	
	
	

	Foundations & other 
	
	10,000
	
	
	
	

	Local Churches (US and CA)
	1,000
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	52,000
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Expenses
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Accomodation
	
	12,500
	
	50 participants @ $250

	Travel 
	
	
	25,000
	
	50 participants @ $500

	Resource people
	
	3,000
	
	
	
	

	PrepCom expenses
	
	2,500
	
	
	
	

	Publicity
	
	
	1,000
	
	
	
	

	Conference Material
	
	1,000
	
	
	
	

	Exposure trips
	
	2,000
	
	
	
	

	Overhead Costs
	
	5,000
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total Expenses
	
	52,000
	
	
	
	


V. Contact Information
Name Luciano Kovacs,
WSCF North American Regional Secretary
    475 Riverside Drive
New York, NY 10115
Phone: 212-870-2470
Fax: 212-870-2258
Email: wscfna@gmail.com

