NEW FIRE 2009: BUILDING THE NEW FIRE

November 6'-9", 2009
Double Tree Hotel
Minneapolis, MN

Sponsored by The National Council of Churches, USA, Church World
Service, and the US Conference for the World Council of Churches
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"New Fire' participants




New Fire 2009 Statement of Purpose

The New Fire gathering is a Christian ecumenical forum for current and future young
adult leaders of different communions/denominations and ecumenical initiatives, which
establishes a common space for:

- relationship building

- ecumenical education and formation

- leadership training

- sharing of resources and best practices
- strategic planning

New Fire participants are called by Christ into relationships of reconciling prayer and
mutual accountability, understanding that our unity in Christ is not the end goal, but the
beginning of engagement in the world. New Fire participants are asked to be willing to
enter into critical self and group examination regarding our various
cultural/theological/religious/racial/class biases; and to open themselves to the different
expressions of our common faith through open dialogue and worship together. The a
New Fire gathering empowers young adults with the tools to build the capacity and
stretch the boundaries of the ecumenical movement in North America. New Fire
participants are especially committed to empowering cooperative networks of local,
grassroots young adult ecumenical initiatives that can connect to the larger facilitating
bodies of the National Council of Churches, Church World Service, World Council of
Churches and the World Student Christian Federation. We believe this work is vital to
the growth of the ecumenical movement now, and for its sustainability into the future.

New Fire 2009 Goals

1. Connect, and build the relationships between numerous young adult leaders, and the
communions/initiatives they represent; considering common resources, and exploring
potential partnerships (via strategic planning) into the future.

2. Expand the New Fire movement to include under-represented member communions, as
well as previously unconnected initiatives and communions/denominations from outside
the NCC/CWS; ensuring ways to maintain these relationships into the future.

3. Engage in critical self and group examination
(cultural/theological/religious/racial/class biases) through open dialogue, common prayer,
and creative worship; affirming differences, while reconciling participants to their
oneness in Christ.



4. Explore existing, as well as potential models of young adult ecumenism on the local
level; empowering young adult leadership at the grassroots level.

5. Provide crucial education and formation opportunities for participants to learn the
basics of ecumenical history, including its theological/biblical roots; reflecting on
ecumenism’s past, while envisioning for the future, as well as providing creative worship
space in which participants can experience the traditions and expressions of their fellow
brothers and sisters in Christ.

6. Integrate use of innovative media and social networking to sustain communication and
network relations beyond the New Fire gathering; sharing our experience and
commitments to ecumenically engaged young adults who were not able to be present at
New Fire, and finding ways for them to connect into the young adult ecumenical
movement.

Brief Summary of New Fire 2009

New Fire 2009 participants can look forward to an inclusive program that seeks to
connect ecumenically engaged young adults who value the work of Christian unity
through discussion, worship and leadership training. Participants will be introduced to
the history and tradition of Christian ecumenism, and work together to identify the
strengths and challenges of the current young adult ecumenical movement in the US.
Significant time will be given to experiential and inclusive worship, devotions and
common prayer, as well as leadership training for young adults to practice ecumenism in
their local contexts. Intentional time will be set aside for small group discussion, and
participants will be encouraged to reflect creatively on their experience through media
and social online networking. It is hoped that all participants will find their experience
spiritually enriching and intellectually challenging, and will come away from New Fire
with new friends in Christ, committed to furthering the purpose and goals of New Fire for
the good of Christian unity everywhere.

Official New Fire 2009 programming will begin at 9am on Saturday morning, November
7th and will continue through Monday afternoon at 4pm, November 9. We encourage
where possible for participants to stay through the opening day of the NCC/CWS General
Assembly for the youn% adult led worship and New Fire presentation on Tuesday
evening, November 10". Registered participants will be given a more specific schematic
of New Fire 2009, as well as numerous preparatory resources a few weeks before the
gathering.






